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‘iSherman Davidsen, a member of the Warren lay.League during the annual Field Day event
~Amateur Radio Association, communicates Sat- at Courthouse Square in Warren. The event
-__urday with a member of the American Radio Re- continues until noon today.
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« WARREN Mayor
Mlchael J. O’Brien spoke to
«an amateur radio operator in
»Dayton Saturday afternoon,
™wvishing him a happy 80th
“birthday and telling him
;about the city.

The exchange took place
i&n Courthouse Square as part
»0f the American Radio Relay
tLeague’s national Field Day.
"The Warren Amateur Radio

TAssociation sponsored the lo-
*«cal event, which is held annu-
aally There also is an Ama-
weur Radio Association in
fNewton Falls, as well as sev-
eral in Youngstown. War-
.ren’s is the largest, drawing
embers from across the
a-eounty as well as other
»states It was founded in 1938.
‘»  Peter Kozup, WARA mem-
¥ber and event organizer, said
SThe local Field Day event usu-
=ally is held at the home of
eone of the club’s 130 mem-
pers. He said that when he of-
siered to organize it this year,

tfie immediately knew he

Zyanted to hold it on Court-
*Mouse Square.
w  “] have always thought
sthis would be a good place to
1ave it because .it’s down-
ﬁown and more people would
Srome to see what we’re all
¥about,” he said.
& He said amateur radio op-
5rators from across the Unit-
»ed States and Canada were
ai')articipating in the event,

which will wrap up about
noon today. Kozup said 38,000
amateur radio operators, or
hams, participated in last
year’s Field Day.

“The event helps us gauge
where we are in terms of
emergency preparedness be-
cause we have to keep com-
municating for 24 hours. But
it’s also a contest of sorts to
see how many different sta-
tions you contact and how
many transmissions you
make,” Kozup said.

He said the American Ra-
dio Relay League sponsors
contests and events through-
out the year, but Field Day is
the largest organized event.
He said the ARRL also offers
online emergency prepared-

.ness classes.

* Kozup,- who has been a
WARA member for 45 years,
said amateur radio is still an
important means of commu-
nication even in a world dom-
inated by the Internet and
cellular phones.

“It is not dependent on
any other infrastructure so it
can always be used, even in
the midst of ‘a natural disas-
ter or terrorist attack,” he
said. “Ham radio is protected
by the government because of
its usefulness.”

Bob Maurer, WARA presi-
dent, was broadcasting on an
amateur television from a so-
lar-powered trailer on North
Park Avenue.

“But the TV has a range of

adio operators
ave ‘field day’

about 100 miles,” he said, not-
ing the devices usually are
taken on airplanes to'fly over
disaster areas.

He said most astronauts
are licensed in amateur radio
operations and have ham ra-
dios on board.

Maurer said he can com-
municate with the space
shuttle when it flies over the
area by finding out what fre-
quency the ship is on. He said
the radio inside the trailer is
the exact model on board the
space shuttle.

Maurer said ham opera-
tors have to attend classes to
learn the technique and spe-
cial codes, but it’s very easy
to learn. He said children as
young as 5 can operate a ham
radio.

Frank Bosak, 18, of ‘War-
ren, has been a ham operator
for six years. He said his fa-
ther used to talk a lot on his
CB radio, and the pair attend-
ed 'several ham swap meets
that got him interested in the
hobby. Andrew Juchnowski,
23, of Newbury, attended
Warren’s event with Bosak.
Juchnowski is a seven-year
member of the Geauga Ama-
teur Radio Association, serv-
ing as president for the past
three years.

“This event helps us keep
our skills sharp and is a tra-
dition that we're proud to
maintain,” Kozup sa1d
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